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Diary Dates 

April 2018 

10th League of Prayer, Central 7.30pm. 

12th Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm. 

21st  Tregadillett Age Concern Concert 7.30pm. 

22nd Easter Offering service at Central 6.30pm. 

22nd Arscott Ladies Choir at Broadwood chapel 3pm. 

29th  Lifton Chapel Special Family Service (Junior Church Anniversary) 10.30am. 

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 

 Marion Allen, Catherine Jones-Bastard and Pauline Daniel. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 

Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Har ley,                                     
Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 

 

All articles for the May issue to the Circuit Office  

no later than 15th April 2018. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 

Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     
guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 

 

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: admin@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  

www.lamc.org.uk 
Your Circuit website - have you checked it out recently? 

 

The circuit website at www.lamc.org.uk is a great way for the Launceston area 
to keep up to date with everything that is going on in the circuit’s churches and 
chapels. To take advantage of the site please send items to David Rogerson, 
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412). Better still, if you 
have  access to email please send them to david@lamc.org.uk 
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Dear Friends 
 

Thinking about this time of year turned my thoughts back to Christmas and 
the  people who journeyed with Jesus. The journey of many miles by the 
Wise Men. The journey of not so many miles by the shepherds. The        
journeys made by Mary and Joseph. Seeing Jesus was the result of these 
journeys. He came into this small, not so clean group of people and changed 
their lives. 
 

Then we see Jesus travelling with His disciples and sometimes His 
"groupies". A mixed bunch if ever there was- with the poor and the 
wealthy, honest folk and criminals or those on the edge of society. They 
were all one of His group. Then He travelled into Jerusalem on a donkey- a 
pack animal- with crowds surrounding Him waving palm leaves. So many   
people on this part of His journey. Then He travels alone, carrying a cross. 
Streets lined with on-lookers- alone in Himself the centre of the crowds 
attention. Then He was given a companion-a foreigner who helped Him with 
His load. 
 

A small group of people at the Cross-soldiers, mother and cousin stood 
nearby. Probably a distance away stood the crowds of on-lookers. Tickets 
used to be sold for people to watch the hangings outside Newgate Prison-I 
wonder if that would have happened here?  People seem to enjoy watching 
ghoulish scenes hence the popularity of crime books and films. 
 

What do we see at Easter? Three women-two with reputations-walking to 
the tomb. Did their journey seem pointless-they knew they wouldn't be 
able to move the stone? Its Empty! It wasn't wasted-it was pivotal. Jesus 
appeared to one person -Mary Magdalene and she spread the word. 
 

At Easter we can look at the people who travelled with Jesus in their ones, 
twos or crowd-and can use it as a theme for meditation. Then we can look 
forward to Pentecost whether we are travelling with a group on our       
spiritual journey; alone; alone in a group. Jesus is there and companying 
with us. 
 

May this Easter time bring a Spring to our step! 
 

Ann 
Ann Foster 
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April 2018 

Wed  4th  Shopping trip to Truro          £14 

Sat    7th Boconnoc House Spring Flower Show*      £8  

Thur 12th Segway Trail ride Nr Bude Advance booking Adult £33 

 Child £28 (inc bus fare) contact us ASAP to book. 

Wed 18th Lunch at the Blisland Inn, Blisland Nr Bodmin.     £8 

Thur 19th Guided walk Daymer Bay/Rock/St Enedoc Church    £10 

Sun  22nd Tregothnan House Nr Truro Charity Garden open w/e* £14 

Thur 26th Caerhays Castle & Gardens Nr St Austell*     £12 

Sun  29th Lunch at The Countryman Inn Langdon Cross     £5  

* Please note admission charges are extra* 

Coming soon trips: Delabole Slate Quarry Tour; Camel Valley Vineyard 
Tour; Newton Abbot Horse Racing; Eden Project (Sky Wire); Minack 
Theatre (Pirates of Penzance). 

 

Phone 01566 777960 10am to 12noon Mon to Fri. or leave message. 

Tuesday morning at Central Methodist Church Hall 9.30-11.30am. 

Email: launcestonredbus@gmail.com 

Facebook: Little Red Bus Launceston 

C�""�� M�� � $� 

A%��� 2018 

3rd  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Monday Club 

7th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

11th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

10th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Twinning Association 

14th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

17th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Town Band 

24th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Holiday Club 
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If you live on your own and decide to invite a friend to Tea this is an easy 
sweet to make and ideal for Easter Sunday/April Fools day, making two large 
servings. For a family gathering just double, treble or even quadruple the   
ingredients. 

Ingredients: 150g lemon curd; 1-2 teaspoons lemon juice; 250ml Cornish 
double cream; 1 meringue nest; Lemon zest to decorate. 

Method: Spoon the lemon curd and lemon juice into a bowl stirring more juice 
if needed so it's not too thick to spoon onto the cream later. In another bowl 
whisk double cream until just holding its shape. 

Gently fold half the lemon curd mixture into the cream then repeat with the 
remaining half, ideally finishing with a rippled effect. 

Crumble the meringue nest into the mixture gently folding in. Spoon  into  
individual glasses, decorate as desired with lemon zest and perhaps a drizzle 
of lemon curd from the mixing bowl. 

The Fool can be made 2-3 hours in advance and placed in the fridge or it can 
be frozen. 

ENJOY! 

This is a recipe from my food jottings book that I’ve kept and added to since a 
teenager! It is becoming a rather battered looking book but it's still precious. 

Catherine J-B 

L()�� �� H���� M����& – A N�) S�(��  

Our new season starts at 10.30 a.m. on Monday, 26th March and the Museum 
will then be open to visitors every weekday (including bank holidays) and    
every second Saturday in the month, until Friday, 26th October. 

Our new main exhibition is a display of St Ives paintings lent to us by Mr David 
Tovey and the theme this season is “Fishing round the Cornish Coast”. These 
will be on display until the end of June. 

Last year’s exhibition of evening dresses has been replaced by one of       
wedding dresses and we have added to our display of nineteenth and       
twentieth century children’s clothing. 

Both the Victorian Kitchen and the Toy Room have been totally overhauled 
and there are smart new display boards behind our Herbarium Case of a   
thousand pressed plants in Room 5. 

For those of you who collect our Monographs, two new ones have just been 
published: a new version of “Philip Gidley King” and a biography of “John 
Couch Adams”, the discoverer of Neptune. At the moment there are          
twenty-two titles and there are more to come. 
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Unfortunately, due the snowy weather experienced at the beginning of March, 
our quarterly Charity Coffee Morning on Saturday 4th March had to be         
cancelled.   However, this has been arranged for Saturday 7th April – same 
time, same place, it’s just the date that’s changed.  Please come along if you 
can to support our local charity Launceston Hospital League of Friends, which 
does much not just for the hospital but for the community around it.   

Our Mothering Sunday Service on 11th March was led by David Pett who    
entertained us with a special video which purported to be job interviews for a 
mysterious position that required multi talents including those of being a cook, 
pharmacist, nurse, teacher plus being able to stand for inordinate amounts of 
time and managing with very little sleep.  No prizes for guessing correctly that 
the job described was that of being a mother!  The Bible readings were also 
those reflecting the role of motherhood:  the story of Moses as a baby and how 
his mother saved him by putting him in a basket on the River Nile and of Jesus 
staying behind in the Temple to listen and to learn while Mary worried so much 
about where He was. David also led us in one song with his guitar and our 
prayers of intercession were illustrated by two of the congregation putting a 
daffodil in a vase for each prayer. The children went to Kids Aloud during the 
service and afterwards returned to give a posy of flowers to every lady in the 
congregation.  A really beautiful service to mark this special day for all mothers. 

On Easter Sunday we are holding a Songs of Praise Family Service at 11am.  
The bare cross that was erected on the chapel green on Good Friday will be 
brought into the chapel to be decorated with flowers to signify Christ’s rebirth.  
It will also be the day when the Easter Trail finishes with rolling back the stone 
across the entrance to Jesus’ tomb and the children who have completed their 
sticker sheets will be presented with a gift and a small Easter Egg. 

The 15th April is our Chapel Anniversary Sunday when we will be celebrating 
218 years of our chapel being at the heart of Trebullett and the surrounding 
community.  Our special service for that Sunday will be led by Revd Cathy 
Arscott.  All are, of course, very welcome to join us for this special service. 

Jill Price 
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The chapel was opened on 28th May 1872 with seating for 350 people. It 
has undergone extensive refurbishment over the years.  

The Centenary celebrations held in 1972  were attended by past scholars of 
the Sunday school and past members of the chapel who came from as far 
afield as Bournemouth, Weymouth, Ilminster, Plymouth and Newquay . A 
public luncheon was held in a marquee in the field opposite the chapel and 
400 people were catered for. There was also a three tiered centenary cake 
which was cut by the oldest member Mrs Ivy Jenkin  (in the absence of Mrs 
Cole who was ill) Mrs Jenkin recalled that her mother was at the opening 
100 years ago. The trustees became redundant in 1976 when the Church 
Council became legal guardians of the chapel 

The chapel has now undergone a major repair with a new roof and insulation 
added, also a new central heating boiler and as it is Grade 2 listed every 
repair has to be authorised by the appropriate body. As with any building of 
this age no doubt it will require ongoing maintenance. 

This year`s Anniversary celebrations will be held on Sunday 13th May at 
3.00pm. The service will be led by Sheila and Richard Burt from Trebullett, 
followed by afternoon tea. All past members and friends are warmly          
welcomed. 

Mary Stoneman 

B���$� C/���/  

On Sunday mornings we have continued to learn about the lives of the      
disciples with Mark sharing about Thomas in the family service. Malcolm 
taught on Philip and then led us in communion. Following the service there 
was a picnic lunch before the church’s first AGM where there was a time of 
sharing by a few people as to what the church means to them and then     
updates on finances and future plans for the building and church leadership. 
The following Sunday Jill continued the teaching series with Nathaniel and 
on Mothering Sunday Sam challenged us through the life of Matthew before 
we were blessed by the Bridge Kids who delivered decorated cupcakes in 
decorated individual boxes for all the ladies in the church. They then went 
and delivered the surplus cakes to Mums in the soft play at the community 
centre. 

A new venture is starting at the church on the 10th April called ‘Young at 
Heart’. It is a cinema afternoon from 2-5pm with refreshments and ice-cream 
in the interval. They will be screening musicals and start it off with a sing-a-

long showing of ‘The Sound of Music’. Although primarily aimed at the over 
50’s all are welcome. It will always be on the 2nd Tuesday of the month and 
transport is available if required. If the announcement of the event given by 
John Gunner and Sue Knight on Sunday is anything to go by the afternoons 
are going to be a lot of fun! 

Sam Beazley 
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Today Launceston Area Circuit MWiB held its Spring Afternoon - “Have you 
Had your 5 a Day?” We based the afternoon on the Spiritual 5 a Day Cube 
available from Methodist Publishing. Several ladies spoke about one of the 
subjects on the cube, Give Thanks, Pray, Act, Read and Reflect and Keep 
Silent. Mary Hills spoke about Prayer and we were all amused with her liking 
prayer to a cauliflower! Mary cut off one floret at a time from the outside of the 
cauliflower, some large and some small. Each one represented a different 
type of prayer, prayers of gratitude, intercession, request, etc. and then she 
was left with the remainder of the crown which represented Christians      
gathered together in prayer - a community communication with God. Great 
idea isn't it?  

I don't think I will ever prepare a cauli for cooking again without saying a   
prayer! Catherine encouraged us to Give Thanks and to find at least one 
thing each day to thank God for.  Mary Tucker and Jane Scoble did Act – in 
which they depicted a couple of church ladies, one of whom was in dire straits 
financially and the other very comfortable. The unthinking cruelty of the lady 
with money in her attitude to the other woman was shocking – offering prayer 
instead of a material gift, leaving her to walk home in the rain in case she   
dirtied the nice new valeted car!  Are any of us capable of such behaviour?  I 
haven’t ever experienced this and would hate to think that any of us who   
belong to this Christian community would act in such a way. This was         
followed by Anne who brought a great many heavy books to illustrate Read 
and Reflect and showed how reading of books whether Christian or secular, 
can make us think and reflect on our faith. Finally, Jill spoke on Keep Silent – 
why did everyone laugh? Jill said that living in a constantly noisy and busy       
atmosphere makes her value quiet time to herself, including such time to   
ponder a bible passage to find its true meaning. If we are constantly talking 
and moving, how can God get in our heads? How can we hear Him if we are 
shutting Him out by making noise?   

The short talks were interspersed with prayers and hymns - a truly spiritual 
afternoon. Of course this was followed with a traditional tea of healthy        
crudités and dips accompanied by (very healthy) delicious cakes! We were 
delighted to welcome so many ladies and a few gentlemen to the event and 
hope that everyone enjoyed their afternoon and took home a thought and a 
prayer. There was, after all, much to reflect upon, to give thanks for, to act 
upon, to pray about and, finally, to peacefully be in the love of our Saviour. 

Jill Price 
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I smiled as I read a circuit magazine the other day. One article proudly        
announced that the turn out for the recent ‘Network’ meeting had been         
excellent and the speaker had been first class! It also proclaimed that 
the ...‘MWiB Easter Offering ’ had been the best for years. Well done and 
thank you. 

And a very big thank you to all of you who support the World Mission Fund 
through the Easter Offering giving. It is amazing that around £450,000 is     
collected each year from churches all around Britain – every penny of which is 
used to support churches in other parts of the world, Launceston Area’s part 
of that sum was a wonderful £1410.  Such has been the generosity of       
Methodists in the past that all the World Mission Fund’s overhead costs can 
be covered by historic investment income. 

Much of the work supported from the Fund goes to churches involved         
specifically in women’s work (now there’s a name from the past!)  

Mission Partner Jane Day, in Southern Africa, is supporting ministry           
development among black and coloured women ministers and is working on 
issues of gender justice in the community whilst in North India the money   
continues to help fund young women from very poor families to be trained in 
nursing and midwifery.  

Grants to the Methodist Church in Brazil have supported women to work in 
their churches with vulnerable women and children, developing women’s    
leadership roles and integrating culture and art into worship. By sending out 
and distributing training resources many thousands of women have been able 
to participate and develop this work across Brazil. 

The Church of Pakistan continues to help strengthen the position of women in 
society and with money from the World Mission Fund they have recently      
published a book comparing stories of women in the Bible to those of present 
day women in Pakistan. During their recent synod, money from our Easter 
Offering was able to support workshops on Violence Against Women and on 
Christian Marriage and the Divorce Law. 

Each year the Easter Offering Service Material and other resources help 
churches around Britain to focus their prayers and worship on world mission 
and the role women play in spreading God’s love in their churches and       
communities. If you or your church doesn’t use this material at present, then 
why not have a look at the material for 2018 and add your support?  

I want to thank once again all of you who take part in the Easter Offering 
through prayer, worship and giving. Your support continues to build God’s 
kingdom here on earth and brings dignity, encouragement, strength and      
resources to thousands of women each year. 

God Bless. 

Dave Friswell  

World Church Relationships Team Leader at Methodist Church House, 
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Over 60 people of all ages came to our Mothering Sunday Family Service. 
The theme, 'A celebration of love', was led by Mark Haydon, who interacted 
with the congregation and based his thoughts on:  

1. Love provides: The protection of baby Moses 

2. Love teaches: A verse in Timothy asks us to continue following the      
teachings we have learnt. During the service, each of us thought of someone 
who had taught us how to do a particular thing.  

3. Love never gives up: The lady who lost her coin and how she didn't give 
up looking for it. 

Towards the end of the service, each lady present received spring flowers, 
some of which came from bulbs that Charlie Maunder tilled 80 years ago. 
Mark then reflected on the fact that when we sow the seeds of the spirit, we 
aren't always the ones who will see the fruit. 

After the service, instead of having biscuits with our tea/coffee, we enjoyed 
cakes and were invited to give a donation towards 'Hidden Entrepreneurs', 
enabling them to start small businesses so that they can provide for their 
families. As a result, £177 was donated. 

Margaret Venning 

CHARITY COFFEE AND CAKE MORNING FOR LAUNCESTON 
LEAGUE OF FRIENDS WHO SUPPORT THE WORK OF LAUNCESTON 

HOSPITAL AND THE COMMUNITY 

SATURDAY 7th April 2018 -10.30 TO 12 NOON  
AT TREBULLETT HALL 

Launceston Hospital League of Friends was formed in 1971, to provide ex-
tras for patients. When the Medical Centre moved to Landlake Road we 
changed our constitution to include the community, allowing us to provide 
equipment for the Surgery and Community Nurses.  We have spent many 
thousands of pounds over the years on equipment for the hospital ensuring 
we have one of the best in the area. We give Birthday, Christmas, Easter, 
cards and Gifts to all patients in the hospital. We provide money for doctors 
and medical staff to purchase equipment, to benefit us, the patients, who use 
the surgery and the many departments at the hospital. A few of the depart-
ments which have benefited from our work are Ward Day Rooms, Wards, 
Physiotherapy, Out-patients, Consultants rooms, Midwives and Community 
Nurses, Occupational Therapy Department, Bereavement Counselling Room 
and all departments at the Medical Centre. Money for all our projects is 
achieved by fund raising, donations from groups and individuals in our area, 
and the many people who give donations in lieu of flowers. Our thanks and 
appreciation to all who support us in this valuable work. 
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During our March Family Service which was led by Anne Rowe, the children 
took part with prayers being read by Primrose and Florence. Anne Rowe told 
and illustrated some of Aesop’s Fables. The story of the Lost Sheep and the 
Parables of the Mustard Seed, the Talents, and the Yeast  were read by    
Jemma and Cathy, and Jessica and Katie. The children also decorated a tree 
with birds representing the Mustard Tree, and the lost sheep was found by 
Anna and Jemma.  Becky Martin thanked and presented the children with 
their certificates and rainbow badges for collecting for Junior Mission for All 
(JMA) during the year. The morning’s cash collection of £71.10 was for JMA.  
The hymns were accompanied by Denise Gribble on organ, Becky Martin on 
flute and Frank Arscott on trumpet. Coffee and biscuits were enjoyed          
afterwards together with iced buns that the children had made for JMA funds.  
This was then followed by a delicious Soup and Sweet Lunch which raised a 
further £111.00 for the charity. 

The service on Mothering Sunday was led by Rev Anne Curnow and potted 
primroses were given out to all the ladies. 

Coffee mornings 

There will be no coffee morning in April. 

The next coffee morning will be on Wednesday 2nd May at 10.30am at the 
chapel – John Colwill will talk about ‘Times past in Christmas Cards and Post 
Cards’.  All are welcome. 

Diane Northey 

WHY HOT CROSS BUNS 

On Easter Saturday March 31st. Launceston Central Methodist Church 
will be in the town square giving free hot cross buns and coffee/tea with a 
message about the meaning of the bun and of Easter. Everyone will be 
welcome to join us between 9:30am and midday.  

Wishing you all God’s peace this Easter 

David Allen  

Polyphant Chapel 130th Anniversary 

Sunday 6th May 

Morning Service 10.30 am    

Preacher Mrs Anne Rowe 

 Followed by cutting of the Anniversary Cake. 

Sankey Evening 6pm     

Led by Mr  Julian  Langston  From  Saltash. 

Followed by  

Traditional Cornish  Pasty Supper 

All Welcome. 
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I was born in North Harrow during the war and my father was a trustee of a new 
chapel called Elmfield Chapel where I went to Sunday School and was baptised 
there after I became a Christian in 1953 at a youth meeting. 

Billy Graham came to London in 1955 running crusades in the London area and 
my mother worked in the Crusade office. I remember singing in the huge       
Crusade Choir in Wembley Stadium and being close to Billy Graham, Cliff      
Barrows (the Music Director) and George Beverley Shea (the Singer). The 
preaching was very powerful with an invitation to come forward to follow Christ,  
hundreds of people accepted that invitation. It was a joyful and amazing         
experience which I will never forget to see so many people coming to know    
Jesus. I’ve followed Billy Graham’s ministry ever since. 

In 1996 my husband, Richard, and I went on holiday to the USA starting in North 
Carolina and the Blue Ridge Mountains. My mother had broken her hip and was 
in hospital but she and the staff insisted that we still go on holiday. We were due 
to fly to Raleigh but there had been a hurricane and flooding the day before we 
were due to fly so we were delayed for 24 hours had to stay at an airport hotel 
for the night. In the morning we were flown to Dallas and then forwarded on to 
Raleigh (long and tedious flight!) There was a lot of devastation, trees down 
across some roads, no electricity, hotels closed or full including the one we were 
originally booked  to stay in. We found another and made the best of it getting 
up early the next morning and driving to Ashville then on the Blue Ridge       
Parkway where we came across The Cove, Billy Graham Training Centre.  

We were given a tour of the Centre, which we found most inspiring, ending at 
the chapel. While talking with the Curator we mentioned my mother was in     
hospital and he and others prayed with us for her. The following day we went on 
to Savannah and I phoned our daughter (no mobiles in those days!) only to find 
that my mother had died on the day we were at the Centre. We managed to get 
an earlier flight home. So the Billy Graham Centre is where Cliff Barrows, 
George Beverley Shea and now Billy Graham are buried. I feel very privileged to 
have spent a short time there. 

Elaine Wright 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

A T.V. producer set aside a private room for Billy 
Graham to pray in before an interview. 
An aide told him it wouldn't be needed because 

“Mr Graham started praying when he got up this 
morning, he prayed on the way over in the car and 
he’ll probably be praying all the way through the 
interview”. 
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Wesley Cottage is delighted to welcome the President of the Methodist         
Conference Rev Lorraine Mellor to Preach from the Porch on Sunday 27th May.  

You are urged to note the date in your diary now and not to miss this historic 
occasion when for the first time this century a current president will preach at 
Trewint.   

Adding further to the historic significance of the event Lorraine will be joined by 
the Methodist Youth President Mr Michael Pryke.  

Lorraine is a wonderful communicator of the gospel who stated she felt         
honoured to be invited to preach on this great occasion.  

Wesley Cottage Wesley Day Celebrations 2018 

Our Wesley Day Celebrations this year will take place on Sunday 27th May 

4pm Preach from the Porch 

5pm Tea at Altarnun Parish Church Hall   

6.30pm Worship at Altarnun Parish Church   

Our Preacher for both services will be the President of Conference Rev         
Lorraine Mellor  

Worship will be led by Cornwall District Chair Rev Steve Wild  

The account of Wesley’s Conversion will be read by Methodist Youth President 
Mr Michael Pryke. 

John Hogarth 

  COADS GREEN  

  SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY 

  Saturday 12th May at 4-30pm 

  To be followed by tea 

  Sunday 13th May 

 11am To be led by Eva Paynter 

 6-30pm To be led by Richard Heard 

 Sunday & Young People’s Production  

At all three services 
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The thought of spring conjures up a myriad of treasures; with Christmas         
festivities long forgotten we find ourselves gazing out at a bleak lifeless January, 
counting the days until spring. But if we look hard enough there are stirrings in 
the natural world well before the 1st March. Snowdrops that appear in February 
like little stars piercing gloomy woodland, are a gentle promise of more         
treasures to come, lifting our spirits and providing a welcome feast of nectar to 
an early foraging bee. Then come the celandines – their cheerful yellow faces 
turn and open to the sun – rather like ours do after winter! The poet Wordsworth 
in his native Lake district described them:   

                             There is a flower, the lesser celandine 

                             That shrinks like many more, from cold and rain 

                             And, the first moment that the sun may shine 

                             Bright as the sun himself, ‘tis out again. 

Along with the wood anemone and other woodland plants, they have to flower 
early in the year to catch the light before a leaf canopy closes them to the sun.   
We have such a delicate mix of floral delights to enjoy in early spring – violets, 
campions, ramsons (wild garlic) marsh marigolds- they seem so fragile yet they 
survive the  great fluctuations of weather conditions and temperature that seem 
to catch us out each year. 

And then the real heralds of spring – primroses and bluebells – everybody’s   
favourites. Primroses (from the Latin for ‘first rose’) still adorn Cornish hedges in 
happy abundance but not everywhere in the countryside as they have been 
over picked. The British wild bluebell en masse is an unforgettable sight - we 
never tire of visiting them and feasting on their glorious scent and colour; how 
important it is to protect them for next generations. 
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But the flowers are just one small detail of the spring portrait as along with the 
increase in daylight hours we feel a twitter of excitement when for the first time 
in the darker months a blackbird’s song wakes you earlier than usual. This is the 
beginning of the dawn chorus and nothing makes us appreciate more our gift of 
hearing. There’s a flurry of activity of birds collecting all manner of materials to 
construct their nests. It turns our attention to our own nests and gardens where 
there’s suddenly so much to do we’re not sure where to start –  a flurry of       
human activity too. 

Insects begin to reappear quite early on a warm day in time to feed the busy 
birds and early butterflies like the sulphur yellow Brimstone are a really welcome 
sight.  Finding frog spawn in a stream is something enjoyed by children and 
adults alike and even the worms seem to know there’s something going on; the 
last full moon before the spring equinox ( when the hours of daylight and       
darkness are roughly the same – March 20th) is known as the Worm Moon. This 
is because it occurs as earthworms begin to emerge above ground. They are 
cleverer than you think – unless a hungry blackbird is waiting. 

And then the sight of the first swallow and the yearly ritual argument over who 
saw the first one. Suddenly there they are, swooping and diving after insects as 
though they’d just flown in from the next county instead of having flown about 
200 miles a day for the last six weeks.  Along with that subtle change of scent in 
the air, it’s as if the countryside breathes a sigh of relief – the swallows are back
- the last piece of the spring jigsaw - we have returned to the start of the        
seasonal circle of life. These and many more are the signs, wonders and tiny 
miracles that lead us to our celebration of the most wonderful miracle of all – the 
resurrection. Let new life begin. 

Chris Robbins 

"FUND RAISING EVENT" 

  Please come and support 
COADS GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

  visit of  
  ST JOSEPHS CHOIR 

  to include 

  GIRLS & BOYS CHOIR, CANZONETTA 

  & INSTRUMENTALISTS 

  FRIDAY MAY 11th 

  AT 7-30PM 

  In aid of Cancer Research UK 

& Coads Green Sunday School 

Refreshments to follow 
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bosses lost their jobs, and my father must have feared for his, but as he was 
Argentine-born he was kept on. However, the home-leave never materialized, 
so it was a year before he saw us again. 

When we came back I started school. We always spoke English at home, so 
the little Spanish I may have known before would have been forgotten when 
we spent that year in England. So, at school in Argentina, I really was thrown 
in at the deep end.  Mind you, it was supposedly a British school, but most 
were there to learn English, whereas I needed to learn Spanish! The system 
then was that in the morning you did the compulsory State course, in Spanish, 
of course. Every child, every school, followed the same syllabus and used the 
same text-books. Then in the afternoon you followed the syllabus set by that 
private school, in English, a rather curtailed form of British-style education, 
which was mainly language, but which included British history, and (in Maths) 
pounds, shillings and pence! You started school at 8 in the morning, finished 
at 4, and then had a double lot of homework.  At least there was no distracting 
television! One also grew up knowing that you kept your mouth shut about 
politics. Everywhere you went there were giant billboards with Peron's smiling 
face, urging you to support his "Five-Year Plan"  and then his "Second Five-

Year Plan", or assuring you that "Peron cumple" (Peron fulfills/delivers). The 
press was censored.  Newsreels in the cinema showed him being very     
dashing and athletic (a bit like Putin in Russia today) and his wife Evita being 
benevolent and surrounded by adoring children. There were constant    
demonstrations, with crowds of Peronists punching the air shouting PERON, 
PERON (Zig Heil! Zig Heil!)as Peron waved from the balcony. Learning to 
read in Spanish, the text-book used by everyone used to have simple words 
like "Mama me ama" (Mummy loves me) but that was changed to "Evita me 
ama".... Of course, you had to learn about the wonderful Five-Year Plan, even 
in Junior School, and every year you had to memorize the reasons why the 
Malvinas (Falklands) were Argentine. That dispute with Britain pre-dated 
Peron, but it was he who dramatized it, especially when things were going 
badly and he wanted people to be distracted. 1950 was the 100th anniversary 
of the death of the great liberator, Gral.San Martin. This was made much of, 
and essays had to be written comparing him to Peron, the other great 
"Liberator". The implication was that he "liberated" the railways from the greed 
of British shareholders and management, and the workers from capitalist    
oppressors……. 

Continued in the next edition 

Elizabeth Rodgers 
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There was a very large British community in Argentina. In my childhood it was 
the largest such community outside the then Empire. Why so large? It was 
the British who built and ran the railways, which enabled Argentina to export 
the beef and other products which were the main source of her wealth. A vast 
country, stretching from the subtropics to the Antarctic, having these arterial 
routes for easy transport to the main port and capital, Buenos Aires, was    
essential. A new country, Argentina needed and welcomed immigrants - and 
they came  from all over Europe, especially Italy and Spain, but even from 
China and Japan. They came, usually fleeing poverty, to a potentially wealthy 
land, to make a new life for themselves, and in time they merged into the  
Argentine melting-pot. Not so the British; they came out to run things - the 
railways, shipping, large businesses, and they came out on contract,          
returning on leave every three or four years. Britain was still "home", to be 
returned to on retirement if not before.  But it was a very large community, 
with its own churches, schools, lending libraries, social/athletic clubs (it was 
we who introduced "futbol" to Argentina), shops (there's still a Harrods in   
Buenos Aires), newspapers, and, of course, the British Hospital. So, the 
younger generation growing up in the country got married there, had children, 
and then there was a growing tendency for grandparents not to go "home" to 
retire, but stay near their children and grandchildren. Of course, there was 
always some intermarriage with the Argentine population as well, but at first 
that was rare; most of them were Catholic, most of us were Protestant, and 
the differences seemed greater then. But even if we were entirely of British 
stock, we still began to speak of ourselves as "Anglo-Argentine". (Since then, 
the BBC has invented the term "Argentinian", but I could no more call myself 
Anglo-Argentinian than I could speak of our USA cousins as Americanians).  
Belatedly, the British community was beginning to "go native", though I only 
realize this looking back; I still felt very British. 

Two things accelerated the blending process: the World Wars, and the Peron 
dictatorship. During the wars, Britain could not spare the men to go out on 
contract, and many Anglo-Argentines left Argentina to volunteer for the war 
effort; also it became more difficult to import anything from Britain and so 
keep equipment up to date. With no fresh blood coming out, work patterns 
and social patterns began to change. The locals began to fill management 
roles.  Middle-class Argentine families sent their children to British schools, 
hoping they would emerge speaking fluent English; by the time I was at 
school about 80% of the children were Argentine.  So, of course, there was 
more social mix. And then - Peron. In 1947 my father had worked his way up 
on the railways to the status of being "on contract", and therefore due home 
leave (even though he had done his apprenticeship in Argentina). He was 
due six months, and my mother with her two children (I was the younger) 
went on ahead, to spend a whole year with her family in Britain. While we 
were there, Peron - an army officer - came to power. He was an admirer of 
Mussolini, and hated the British. One of his first actions was to nationalize the 
railways - perhaps "expropriate" would be a more accurate term. The British 
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‘Does God Still Change Lives Today?’ 

This was the question fully answered by George and Harry Clayson of the Faith 
Mission at the March meeting. We were delighted to welcome some who had 
not joined us before to hear the remarkable testimony of the twin brothers who 
had been brought up by their Christian mother but wandered from God in their 
teenage years. 

George spoke of his downward slide into drugs, crime and drug dealing, until 
he went to church one day to please his mother and experienced the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit as he realised his guilt before God. A few days later he gave 
his life to the Lord and was able to give up drugs and the lifestyle that went with 
it. He was filled with a joy and a peace he had never known and went on to    
describe how he and his brother were called to dedicate themselves completely 
to God and train at the Faith Mission. He went from a bullying drug dealer to a 
street preacher devoted to God.  

He said that many people say they will only believe in Christ if they can see real 
evidence and ‘seeing is believing’. George was real evidence – his life had 
been completely changed, and all by the grace – underserving kindness- of 
God. The brothers understood from the Bible that those who were not saved by 
Christ will go to hell and bringing that message to people who needed it was a 
driving force in their ministry. 

We sang ‘Amazing Grace’ and then Harry brought us the message- the Gospel
- which had changed their lives. He explained how the tax collector, Zacheaus, 
had been shunned by his fellow Jews and was considered a great sinner, but 
had deliberately looked for Jesus despite probably appearing foolish when he 
climbed the tree. He was called by Jesus and responded immediately and he 
was save by Jesus, evidenced not just by words but by his actions of making 
retribution and a changed life. 

Harry challenged us to consider if we are seeking Jesus – wise men do. Jesus 
is looking for those who are lost so if we know we are lost we should obey his 
voice calling us and come to him. He died on the cross in our place so that he 
can save us from sin and its consequences and set us free. 

Another story of Jesus meeting the rich young ruler ends in sadness as the 
young man walks away, unwilling to come to commit to Jesus. Harry asked 
which way we will respond – walk away or follow Jesus and ask him to be in 
our life and be saved. 

We ended by singing ‘ Just as I am’ and a prayer. 

The meeting was followed by a time of fellowship over refreshments. 

The next meeting is on April 10th at 7.30pm when David Kuru from the Mustard 
Seed Church in Callington will be the speaker. Please join us for fellowship, 
prayer and teaching in the Dingley Hall, Central. Everyone is welcome. 

Pat White 
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I have now obtained some more details for this proposed trip. The service at 
Gwennap Pit starts at 2.15pm with community hymn singing and the service 
itself commences at 3pm. 

I’ve spoken with Mr Tilley and he suggests leaving Launceston at 12.30pm 
(although he is happy to leave a bit later to allow for people coming from    
Sunday Services around the circuit) and he will call in at Plusha to pick up 
those who want to alight there. The afternoon at Gwennap ends approximately 
4.30pm so we should be back in Launceston by 6pm. 

I have provisionally booked a 29 seater coach, the cost of which is £290.  If we 
fill the coach then the fare per person will be £10.   

I have several names already  and if you would like to join us, please let me 
know.  Phone number and email below.  

You will need to bring your own lunch, please. 

Jill Price 

01579 370835 Jillprice1@yahoo.co.uk 
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I attend Launceston College and The Bridge Church. When Chris & Rosemary 
Paxman came and told us about the Pearl of Africa tour last Autumn and the 
need for host homes, I asked my parents if we could host two girls. We had the 
privilege of Laura & Julie staying with us for the week, I had the joy of getting 
to know them and was so moved by their stories. College then announced a 
Missions trip to Uganda in July this year for 8 students, I applied and was     
accepted! So will be going for 10 days to paint, play with children and share 
with them my greatest love, sport! Individually we have to raise £1,500 to cover 
our travel and immunisation costs and any remaining monies will be gifted to 
this mission. 

My first fund raising event is a quiz at The Talking Donkey, Bridge Community 
Centre, Saturday 21st April 7.30pm Teams of 6, £5.00 per person,                 
refreshments served, auction of gifts. 

If you would like to enter a team or gift to this mission trip please contact me on 
grahamandjillduke@hotmail.co.uk or 07748472860. 

Thank you & for your prayers! 

Lydia Duke 
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Launceston  Area Circuit  Methodist Women in Britain 

CIRCUIT EASTER OFFERING SERVICE 

Sunday 22nd April 2018 

at Launceston Central Methodist Church at 6.30pm
 

The Theme of the Service will be 

SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT 

Featuring stories of work enabled by the World Mission Fund 
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Launceston MVC is supporting Tregadillett and District Age concern with a 
concert at Tregadillett Community Hall on 21st April at 7.30 with as a guest 
one of Cornwall’s top tenors Colin Arthur from St Neot (Please see Colin     
Arthur on YouTube singing ‘Come walk with me’). 

Tregadillett Age Concern has been caring for the elderly not only in the village  
but others in the area including Launceston since the 1980’s. They maintain 
their own warm and welcoming hall providing lunches, entertainment and 
companionship. 
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Launceston Male Voice Choir  

Guest Artist - Colin Arthur  

(See Colin Arthur sing ‘Walk with me’ on You Tube) 

Tregadillett Community Hall  

21st April 2018 at 7.30pm 

£6.00 Including Supper 

SANKEY EVENING 

Polyphant Chapel 130th Anniversary Celebrations    

On Sunday 6th May we will be holding our 130th Anniversary. 

Morning Service at 10.30 am will be led by Mrs Anne Rowe and will 
be followed by the cutting of our Anniversary cake. 

At  6pm  we once again welcome  Mr Julian Langston From Saltash  
to lead us in an evening of Sankey hymns. 

The service will be followed by a Pasty and Saffron Cake Supper. 

We warmly  welcome  you   to  join with us  for  our celebrations. 



14 

 W���� M����� �  

The World Mission event was held at Central on the 4th March when            
Dr. Andrew Dye came and gave a most interesting presentation of his work 
as a mission partner in Grenada. £100 was raised for the mission work. Revd 
Jo Smart introduced the meeting with prayer; Mrs. Sylvia Duke accompanied 
on the piano for the hymns. The Bring and Share tea was much enjoyed. 
Many thanks to those who brought food and helped in any way.  

Margaret Stephens. 

back on the farm for the key management periods – lambing, weaning,    
tupping, shearing and scanning’ 

Alison confesses that working in the church full time has been rewarding.  
‘There is much to learn and so many dedicated Christians supporting their 
congregations and giving sacrificially that I am constantly humbled by their 
strong faith displayed in action and through commitment.  I am currently 
working across six parishes which include a mix of towns through to the very 
rural.  There are excellent strong community ties in the countryside and the 
church can sometimes be the only social activity available.  I’d love to do 
more work in that area’. 

Alison is looking forward to her new role.  She sees a big commitment from 
the people she met in Launceston back in January to working together not 
just across the town parishes but with the wider community through       
Launceston Churches together and beyond. ‘This is an exciting time’ Alison 
says. ‘The role of the parish priest is changing and evolving, I can see the 
church in Launceston  has been part of a number of initiatives reaching out 
to the local community but there is lots more to do. We have new houses 
being built and people moving to live and work in the town. I would like to 
encourage everyone to put their own gifts to use in their local church.  It 
would be a privilege to be able to help that happen’. 

Alison can be contacted either via the Launceston Parish Website 
www.launcestonparishchurches.co.uk or the parish office:                                        
launceston.parishoffice@yahoo.co.uk 

Lifton Methodist Church 

Special Family Service 

Celebrating our Junior Church Anniversary 

On Sunday 29th April at 10.30am 

Led by Philip Parsons 

Coffee and refreshments to follow 

Families and children especially welcome 
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Walking in the Word is a new Bible study group meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday each month, from 7.30 to 9.00pm, at Rilla Mill Retreat Centre –  
former Methodist Chapel, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT. It is open to all. 

The studies will work on the principle that ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so 
that the man (or woman!) of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work’ (2 Tim. 3:16,17). 

The purpose of the studies will be to bring the Bible to life and make it        
relevant to our daily walk of faith. Although we will consider what scholars and 
others have to say about each passage of Scripture, we will first and foremost 
listen to what it says to us personally. We will seek to read each Bible        
passage as if we have never read it before. We will then ask ourselves the       
following questions:- 

 What struck me as particularly interesting in the passage? 

 What didn’t I understand in the passage? 

 What did I find difficult to accept in the passage? 

 What questions does the passage raise? 

Those that wish to will be encouraged to share their thoughts from these 
questions. As a group we will then seek together to explore possible answers 
to them. Depending on numbers we will be break up into smaller groups (6 to 
8) for these discussions. 

The primary input each evening will be the Bible passage itself and what is 
revealed to us from it by the Holy Spirit. Other sources will be considered but 
principally only to explain those things which are culturally or linguistically not 
easy to comprehend in the 21st century. If you have study materials available 
to you (Bible Commentaries, Bible Dictionaries, Study Bibles, etc.) you are 
encouraged to read them before the meeting – but only after you have read 
the passage and asked yourself the questions above! Please feel free to 
bring such study materials with you and any Bible translations you prefer 
(NIV, TNIV, KJV, NKJV, RSV, NRSV, New English, Good News, Living, TEV, 
The Message, etc.). Several translations will be available at the venue. 

The first meeting will be on 5th April when we will consider chapter one of 
Mark’s Gospel – with the intention of continuing through the whole Gospel a 
chapter at a time at subsequent meetings. Do come along and see what new 
things God will open to you from His Word. Together we trust that He will   
enable us to walk in them. 

For further information contact Keith or Maxine Browne on 01579 362611 or e
-mail to keith.browne@aol.com. We look forward to seeing you. Tea and    
coffee on arrival and throughout. 

Keith Browne 
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Pilgrim Course 

In February a number of us completed the fifth Pilgrim Course focusing on the 
Creeds and have discovered new insights and meaning behind the words we 
say so often but do we really understand? 

We also found some of the sessions very demanding when our understanding 
of the trinity was challenged and the group had to accept and respect that 
perhaps others in the group had a different understanding or point of view. 

We learnt that the Apostle’s creed (the oldest creed) dates back to the third 
century and is traditionally ascribed to Christ’s apostles and has widespread 
acceptance right across the Christian church we know today.  The creed is 
Trinitarian in structure with sections affirming the faith in God the Father,    
Jesus Christ, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The last session ended by exploring ‘One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church’ where we discovered that two members of the group had had a lot of 
difficulty in saying the word ‘Catholic’ when they were younger assuming is 
was an abbreviation for Roman Catholic – we now know better! 

We learnt that One refers to the concept of one God – three in one, Holy 
means set apart for a special purpose – for and by God, Catholic means one 
worldwide church – it is full and all embracing, proclaimed to all people and 
excluding nobody and finally Apostolic which means that our faith embraces 
the original teachings of the apostles and our call to share the Christian     
message following the example of the early church. 

A big thank you to Janet Slater for her leadership of the study group and her 
delicious homemade cakes and biscuits.  

General Synod 

As an Ecumenical partnership between the Church of England and the     
Methodist Church, we were particularly interested to learn that at the February 
meeting of General Synod, proposals that could bring the Methodist Church in 
Britain and the Church of England into communion with each other, leading to 
the ‘interchange of presbyteral ministries’  between the two Churches were 
warmly welcomed. 

The Methodist Recorder (February 16th 2018) wrote: 

A motion welcoming the joint report ‘Mission and Ministry in Covenant’ which 
also sets out how the Methodist Church could come to have bishops in the 
historic episcopate, was overwhelming accepted by members of the synod. 

However, there were two amendments to the successful motion; the first   
acknowledging that there was further work to be done in clarifying a number 
of areas – including how the proposals would be worked out in practice  - and 
the second speaking of the ‘confident hope’ that outstanding issues could be 
resolved quickly. 

Speaking during the synod, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev Dr 
Justin Welby said he wanted to support the motion ‘very strongly indeed’.  ‘It 
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seems to me that in voting for it, we respond to the word of God in the      
Scriptures where there is a clear command to unity in diversity and in         
responding to this paper positively, we respond to the Spirit who is already 
working in both of our Churches, bringing us together’ 

The report will go back to synod in July and giving time for the work needed 
to finalise the report, the 2019 conferences/synods of both the Methodists 
and the Church of England are likely to be when the decisive votes are made. 

Former President of the (Methodist) Conference Rev Dr Neil Richardson said 
‘The road to unity is, above all, one of grace and love; we cannot draw    
nearer to Christ himself unless we draw nearer to one another’ 

 

Memory Friendly Service 

For a Christian living with dementia, a full 60 minute Sunday service is a   
challenge.   

Speaking from personal experience and watching my mother’s memory take 
her back almost 70 years, it was both surprising and comforting that she    
appeared never to lose her faith. She enjoyed and actively participated in a 
short weekly service in her care home until her death a few months ago and 
the monthly Memory Friendly Service we hold on the second Sunday of each 
month at Tregadillett has much in common with my mother’s act of weekly 
worship.    

Both share a simple, repeatable structure, familiar hymns, a single bible   
reading, short prayers the sharing of the peace and fellowship afterwards 
over a cup of tea and biscuits. Our service is inclusive in that instead of a   
traditional sermon – we have a reflection on the reading and invite the       
congregation to contribute to the discussions.   

Over the past few years – we have learnt a lot from our friends who join us for 
the service and we extend a warm welcome to anyone who’d like to join us 
and bring a friend or relative along to our simple act of worship.   

The next service will be on Sunday May 13th at 3.30pm. 

 

Welcome to Revd Alison Hardy….. 

At the time of going to print - Revd Alison Hardy is due to be licenced as the 
parish priest in Launceston at a special service at St Mary’s church on 
Wednesday April 4th. 

Prior to this appointment, Alison has been working as an assistant priest in 
the Bude area. 

Alison and her husband Chris are sheep farmers just outside Launceston but 
since becoming a full time ordained Anglican minister, she has left much of 
the farming activities to Chris and her youngest daughter, Sammy.  ‘It’s quite 
hard being away so much but I manage to organise my time off so that I am 


